The Beginning of Rotary in China — Shanghai 1919
By Herbert K. Lau (2% 1) (Rotary China Historian)

July 9, 2014. (95t Year of Rotary in China)

Though Manila Rotary Club (1919) was the first Rotary club in Asia admitted to
membership of the International Association of Rotary Clubs (I.A. of R.C.) (former
organization of Rotary International), it was not the first seed.

The story has to be dated back to June 1918. In his annual report to the Board of
Directors of I.A. of R.C., Secretary Chesley R. Perry wrote: “We have recently received
word that the Rotary Club of Hong Kong, China, has been organized through the efforts
of Mr. Coombes of Calcutta, who when in Chicago recently accepted the assignment to
organize a Rotary Club in Calcutta.” So, the first prospecting was Hong Kong.

Perhaps, there was that Mr. Coombes took the advantage of his business
connection between the both then British colonies, Calcutta and Hong Kong, to offer the
effort in the Rotary extension to the Orient. Both cities of Calcutta in India and Hong
Kong at the south China coast were very close business partners, with banking in
particular.

But, a year later in June 1919, Chesley R. Perry, Secretary of I.A. of R.C. wrote in
his annual report: “Last year we have the pleasure of reporting the organization of a
Rotary Club in Hong Kong, China. ... ... ... And now we have to report the good news of
the organization of a flourishing Rotary Club at Manila in the Philippines Islands,
organized by Past President Roger D. Pinneo of Seattle.”

Ultimately, there was no fruit grown in Hong Kong before the 1930s as the history
has told us. Following the successful seed sown on the Philippines Islands, Roger D.
Pinneo planted another Rotary tree successfully on the land of the prominent
commercial city of the Orient — Shanghai -- in the Republic of China.

In the Report 1920 of Committee on Foreign Extension, I.A. of R.C., the Honorable
John Barrett, Chairman, wrote: “China can well be proud of the Rotary Club of
Shanghai. George. L. Treadwell, its enterprising secretary, has told you something what
has been accomplishing there. The club was organized during the past year with a
membership and enthusiasm that is most gratifying. ... ...... and let us send back across
the Pacific Ocean to them, and to Shanghai, our best greetings, by telling them we are
happy that they were here. The movement in Hong Kong, the British possession on the
coast of China and one of the leading ports of the world, has been somewhat
handicapped but eventually there will probably be organized in that city a powerful
club.”

Among the influences (and there are many of them) working for the better
relationship of nations is Rotary, which, having secured a foothold on the east coast of
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China bided fair to carry its message throughout the land. That this condition should
exist, despite the natural difficulties of language, was really not so surprising when one
took everything into consideration. For the principles taught by Confucius some thirty
centuries ago have much in common with those proclaimed by Rotary: “Service Above
Self”; “High ethical conduct and human relations” — a fact too often overlooked by those
who all too often seek the differences among religions rather than the similarities. So it
happened that the first Rotary Club in China, established at Shanghai in what was
practically foreign territory with a predominance of American and British members —
found a great opportunity ready at hand. The story of its establishment was rather a
diversion from the usual history of Rotary clubs, for the Shanghai Rotary Club was
founded in a territory where there was no district governor — an outpost far from other
established clubs. It was a pioneering effort by a man believing in Rotary International.

In early 1919, Roger D. Pinneo, Past President of the Rotary Club of Seattle,
Washington, USA, went abroad on an extended business trip undertaken in the interests
of the Pacific Steamship Company. Interested in the possibilities of Rotary extension he
conferred with the Secretary of Rotary Headquarters and sought permission to establish
a club at Manila, The Philippines, when in the Orient. The successful organization of the
Manila Rotary Club inspired him to further efforts, so he turned his effort to Shanghai in
China. Within the community of the Shanghai International Settlement (L& &4157),
Roger D. Pinneo called upon the American citizens who worked and lived there to join
the ideal of service in Rotary. On July 9, 1919, Rotarian Pinneo presided at the first
organizing meeting of the club.

As the result of his work, Shanghai Rotary Club was elected to membership to
International Association of Rotary Clubs (Later in 1922, the name was changed to
Rotary International.) on October 1, 1919, Club No. 545, and started its career with
thirty-seven charter members, practically all of them were business men in Shanghai,
who met first at the Palace Hotel (& ¥ $& /&) there. Hence, Shanghai Club became the
second Rotary Club in Asia, and made the Republican China the ninth country (or
territory) that joined the Rotary world.

Dr. Julian Petit (R A # & £) (surgeon — medical missionary) was elected the first
president, and did yeoman service in getting the club away to a true start, as well as his
later work as successor to George L. Treadwell (acting manager of the Chinese-American
Publishing Company), the latter having been elected the first secretary. A. B. Rosenfeld
(cotton merchant) was elected vice-president, R. Buchan (manager of the Asia Banking
Corporation) was treasurer. The club promptly issued {The Pagoda) , its weekly news
bulletin, and began first to create the groundwork for fellowship within itself. George L.
Treadwell, club secretary, concurrently served as the editor. There were also some other
remarkable charter members, such as, Thomas Sammons, United States Consul
General; George A. Fitch, American missionary, etc.

The list of charter members did not reveal a single Chinese name. The first
question Shanghai Rotary Club faced, therefore, was what should be the club’s objects
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and membership, in view of this situation? And, although composed for the most part
of Americans, the Club decided promptly to waive purely selfish, national
considerations, and made the Shanghai Rotary Club a common meeting ground for
members to be selected from various nationalities. Hence in succeeding years Shanghai
Rotary Club has purposely acquired a cosmopolitan character, so that its membership in
1924 was 80 percent American, 10 percent British, and 10 percent native Chinese.

Shanghai Rotary Club was in an international settlement, so-called, the only
internationally governed settlement in the world, with a municipal council composed, as
in 1920, of eight British, one American, and one Japanese. The next higher governing
power was the consular body, composed of the consuls and the consul-generals of
various nationalities residing in the settlement; thus, by being on foreign soil,
internationally administered. It was readily seen that practically every question of
public or private interest that came up affected all nationalities.

So the Club formed its Rotary League of Nations, and dedicated it -- from the
points of view of community and Rotary interest -- to the fostering and maintenance of
better international relations in China. Ninety five years later today, Shanghai Rotary
Club still maintains such elegant tradition.

Photo of Dr. Julian Petit (B A # & %), and his business card showing his name in Chinese with
clinic address at No. 2, Jiu Jiang Road, Shanghai. (at the Bund, south of Nanjing East Road)
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Photo of The Palace Hotel (B % 4% /&) in 1919,
now known in 2014 as Swatch Art Peace Hotel (#f ik gt f=-F 45 /5 E AT F )

located at No. 23, Nanjing East Road, Shanghai.
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B A # B4 (Dr.Julian Petit) #9885, UREH LY.
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1919 49 B 4 )& (The Palace Hotel) B 4
2014 54 & i K gt fe F40 8 AT P8, LA EHHTE R 23 K.
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